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Reverend Brethren, 


DR Rt Aving received from you a Letter unport- 
TLBSTs/4 ing', thatin regard of the Kings Majeſty 
>. and Yarkamert arc to call forth the body 

SY of the Pcop!e,throughout the parts of the 
m hingdom, which are yet free from the op- 
prethon of the Enemy, in a more generall 
way then hath been heretofore, for the 
defence and dehverance of the Kingdom 
from che publique Faemy, as will be made knoawn inour feve- 
rall bounds by che Orders of Parkamem, and earneſtly deſt- 
ng us to comribute, according to our Places and Rations, our 
endezvours, that ail p:rions, called for by Authority, may 


' come readily for ſo neceflary and pious a Service, and that we 


will be careful ro appoint fo many Miniſters to attend the For- 
ces as the Officers of the Regimerrs, or feverall Bands, ſhall 


- require 5; we having endeavoured after ſeeking direRions 


from him who is the Father of Lights impartially and in the 
fimpliciry of our hearts, =ccordingros-0ur weak meaſure what 
we 6ughr to do hertin, and afrer pondering the ſame in our 
ſpirits, and debaring it one with another , and imcerning our 
ſelves m the whole matter, berh from your Anſwer to the 
Parliaments Querie in the particular, and from the AR of 
Levies, which dot h contain the Orders, and Reſolutions of the 


Civill Authority: chercanent ; We cagnot finde clearnels in 
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our Judgements , nor ſatisfaQtions to our Conſciences , to be 


ing and aſſiſting to our places and ſtations, for calling 
forrtrehe body of the people in that way which is agreed un- 
to, and condeſcended upon by the preſent publique Reſolu- 
tions and Pr ings of the Iudicatories, the ſame bcing ſucly 
as to. our underſtanding is comprehenſive of the moſt part of 
the diſ-affeRted and Maliguant Party of the Land, and of ſuch 
3s are ſcandalous in their converſations, an walk contrary to 
the Goſp-1, and of ſuch as are under Church Cenfures, and 
were in the late Rebellion ; nay, of the molt parc of che men 
of blood, who followed James Graham, and ſhed ſo much 
of the blood of the Lords People throughout the Land ; the 
acceptions which are Head inyour Anſwer tothe Parlia» 
mears Quzrie, and in your AR of Levie being comprehenlive 
but of few, and therefore cannot be bur ſtumbled at by 
us for theſe Reaſons, Fuſt, Becauſe this wiy . ſeems to us to 
be inconſiſtent with the fourth Article of the Covenant, the 
ſcope aud intention whereof, to our capacity, is not only the 
debarring ſuch perſons from imployment and truſt, but a fur- 
ther degrec of duty, tending to a greater diſtance with them, 
to wit, the diſcovering and: bringing of them to puniſhment, 
and therefore, as we conceive, did the Generall Aſſembly in 
the year 1648. in their Declaration againſt whe unlawful En- 
9agemsnt, charge theſe who carried on the ſame, with the 
each of that Article of the Covenant;becauſe they did look 
upon theſe, who were by that Articke declared Enemies In- 
cendiaries and Malignants, as Friends and Aſſociates, and did 
;1mploy ſundry of them in places of Truſt ia the- Army and 
Committees. Secondly, Ir ſeemed to us to be contrary to 
the conſtant tenour, and whole current of the publique Re- 
ſolutions, Declarations, Warnings, Supplications, and Cauſes 
of publique Hutniliations, emitted by the Generall Aſlemblies 
and Commiſhoners, now theſe' many years paſt ; we ſhall 
name and hint but at few of theſe which are' moſt o>vious to. 
us, and do moſt ſtick with us : Firſt, The Declaration of the 
Afembly 1648. 'doth hold forth- the Engagement, chat was 
rhen cattied 0n, to de unlawfull; not only m regard: of Wo 
reof 
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(s 
thereof, but alſo in reſpe& of 2 08 and wayes of profe- 
c_ the aur Gar ogg there was not => | avoiding of 
on ta joyning Wi lignans to ſu 
preſs Seftaries, a joyning hand with a black Devill to fopprt 
a White Devill, 'an endeavouring ſo to cure one diſeaſe, as to 
breed another as evil or worſe, (pag. 16. as the Declaration 
ſtands in the Priaced Adts of the Adembly) in which it is alſo 
complained of, that not only many known Malignants , but 
divers who joyned in the late Rebellion in this Kingdom were 
then m_ ed and pur in places of Truſt, (which is the mat: 
ter of the fad complaiors of this time) and therefore ſeemed 
to us that the ſame places of Scripture , which are there 
broug ht to prove the unlawfulceſs of ſuch proceedings at that 
time, do alſo ſpeak much againſt the preſent buſineſs. Second- 
ly, the Solemn Acknowledgmenr of publique ſins, is ſo clear 
and peremptory in this thing,that it makes us tremble to think 
= it ; Wedeſire to remember theſe words of the 6. Page 
of the ſame, Showld we again break his Commandment and 
{ ovenant , by joyning once more with the people of thisabe- 
minations, and take inte our boſom; theſe Serjents, Which 
had formerly fting*d us almoſt unto death, this as it would ar- 
gue great madneſs and folly on our parte no doubt if it be nos 
avoided Will prevoke. the Lord againſt us to conſume us till 
there be no remnant nor eſcaping in the Land? and offers to 
conſideration the 6+ Article of the Solemn Engagement, wbich 
for avoiding tediouſneſs we ſpare to repeat : Thirdly, The De- 
claration of the Generall Aſſembly, emitted upon the re- 
port of this Enemies invading of this Kingdom, bears pag.6. 
that it is far from their meaning,that any who are tainted with 
Malignancy and diſ-affeHion to the Work of God ſhould be 
all owed or permitted to aſſociate, or joyn themſelves together 
by parties in Armes, much leſs, ſay they, do we mean that we 
ſhould affociate with tbem, or that chey ſhould be imployed 


| or made uſe of, or countenanced or permitted to-be m our 


Armies ; and this they ſtrengthen aod confirm by feverall Ar- 
guments, and conclude that it ſhall be a ſhame for any in this 


Land to be ſo faithleſs an d unbelieving, as becauſe of the ſcarce- 
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neſs of men tomake ufe of fuch, whkth relliamony is of the 
more weight w'th ns, becauſe it was at ſach 2 time when there 
were but very ſmali hopes that any confiderable wamber of 
Forces could be im readineſs and goeren rogether ro acer vhac 
Enemy. Fourthly, the General Afſembly, a lictle theveaſeee 
in ther Anſwer to the Declaration of the Parkamevr of 
land, upon the marching of their Army into Scorlend, in che 
two lift Pag-s thereof, gave large and ſerious waraing © whe 
King and Committee of Eſtzces, rotake herd of ſnares from 
the M:lignant Party, and ſay, there is che more reaton at chi 
time not to 0» Mahgnanes, becauſe it is an or-bidary form ro 
be fo taken with rhe tenſe of che danger thar ws before chem, as 
not to look back ro that which is betvinde them , and chac 
though rhere may be mclinations in forae ro amploy rheſe men, 
yet God hath birherco curfed ail fuch Conncels , xnd blaſted 
{uch relolucions, and if we full again Fall in rhat fin 2s our 

ile (hall be fo mach che greater by reaſon of fo many promi- 
ſos and engagements to the contrary, fo we may cx2c-t a lhiea- 
vier Judgement from the Lord pon . Fifchly, As comply- 


-ances with, counccnancing and imploying Mah gnancs harh been 


ofren and jolemaly confefſed ro God as one of the predomi» 
nam and publick (ins of this Land ; ſo in the firſt perbtiqne Ha- 
mikation and Faft, that was kept »frerrhe Defeat at DPwmbay, 
the obſtructing of the purging the Army from Malignancy mnd 
ſcandalous perſons,and great inch ations re krep in,and fetch in 
fuch, as though the'Lan1 could nor be defended wirhour rhern, 
and great repining and crying out againft all that was done to 
the contrary, is reckoned amongſt che cauſes of rhut ſad bud 
mene an{heavy (troke, and even in that Humiliacion whi 
hath been lately k-pt m reference to the King and liis Family, 
his joyning with Milignant and perverſe men (many of them 
bemg the ſame who are now allowed to riſc in — recks- 
ned _— che Cauſes for which h2 is to mourn before God. 
Sixrly, when 2 Query 13s propounded by the Kings Majeſty 
ro the Commiſſion which ſite at Srev{iny about rhe end of 
September, tending this way, al>-it the [traits of che Kin 

were then yery great; both from the publique enemy, and from 
many 


| (7) 
of the Malignant Party, who were then threatning 
toriein Armes, as after wards they did yer would they 
not give way to the ſame, bur gave this Anſwer, that it 
would be dangerous and: ſcandalous to recede from for- 
mer principles and reſolutions, ad in the Remooſtrances 
latcdy given im by yougto. the Kings Majeſtic and Honowr- 
Cw | nepfun 13 me wares by ng atone them 
that they w g0 vigour t the ing of 
their Forces frum all ſcandaluus 20d dif -aled pertpns 
many of which arc like to be brought in the way that is 
BOW taken. Thirdly, we conceive ſuch a way to take in» 
evitably along with it a very eminent danger to the Cove- 
nant and Cauſc of God, and Work of Reformation in 
theſe Kingdoms,not only by provoking the Lord to with- 
draw his counzenance and wflucnce from our Councels 
and Actings, and to power out more wrath upon us; but 
becuaſe rheſe men getting power into their hands can- 
not hart imploy che fame, 2ccording to heir own Prin” 
ciples, and for 2training and cftablifhing thetr own endg, 
which fince the boginruug of the Work of God in theſe 
Lands have always bcan known and acknowledged by all 
the Lovers thereof, to be deltrucive neo the fame upon 
which accompe it was that the Commaſs'on of the Ge- 
reral Aſſembly 1648. makes ic one of thew defires to 
the Parhament, thac the Inftruments which were to be 
imployed in char, be rigbrly quabfied, which deſires have 
beentince that tame 1vpon teverall occalions often r 
od, horh by the Generall Atiembly, and by tbcir Com- 
mnifxinocrs, end found fo neceſlary fur the preſervation of 
Rebgion and Righteomneſs in the Land, tbat bath Kirk 
and Scaze, accorching to their refpecive tations and in- 
zercits, have paſſed ſeveral! Acts relating £0 the righe 
qualdication ef daftruments. Fourthly, we acc 8fraid 
that this way will be very ſcandalous and offtenfive to 
chemoſt of all the Religious 20d Godiy of the Lend, 
apd that as it aall pur power in che hands of ill-afr-Red 
- and feanda tous men, for outing ſuch of known integrity 


as 
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as are in truſt in Tudicator.cs'and -in the- Army, and'for 
proſecuting and oppreſsing orhers of them 
che Land, fo it ſhall alſo prove ſuch a ſtumbling to theſe 
who are tender, as to make either their hearts ro faine 
and their hands to fail in the diſcharge of their cruſt in 
the Army, or elſe wholly to quit their charges and retire 
into corne.s : Fiftly, it ſeems eo make void the ſtrength 
of ſeverall of theſe Anſwers given by this Kirk and King- 
dom ro the objeRions of the adverſatics concerning their 
acceſsion to the un{zwfull Engagement, to the promo- 
ting of a Malignaut Party and intereſt, and to contribute 
to the juſtifying of their Quarrell, and w:ll no doube 
much harden and heighten them in their hopes and reſo- 
lutions againſt this Land. Sixtly, this ſeemeth to us to be 
the accompliſhment of - that defigne for taking in the Ma- 
lignant Party, which hath for a long time been driven at, 
and endeavoured borh at home and abroad with much 
wit and numer y Lc many turnings and windings,;and b 
arguments of ſeverall kindes, as the exigency and the ad- 
vantages of the times did furniſh , but was alwayes hi- 
therto reſiſted and teſtified againſt. Seventhly, we are 
afraid that this way increaſe th the Lords indignation and 
controverlie againſt the | ad, and to the plaguing of us, 
yet ſeven times more, acontinued trat of diſpenſations 
now for a long time in all the three Kingdoms , do prove 
that the indignation of the Lord is purſuing that gene- 
ration : and never did wehitherto comply with them and 
proſper, bur ſuch carnall counce!l and confidence hath al- 
ways been blaſted unto us of God, and proven bitter in 
the latter end ; Nay, hath not this Kirk and Kingdom 
Printed and publiſhed to the world that the ſtaff in the 
hands of the enemic, with whom chey have now: to do, 
is the indignation of the Lord againſt che Malignant Par- 
ty, for cruſhing of whom, God hath put-power in the 
hands of theſe men, and what then may we fear after ſo 
manifeſt and open conjuaftion with them, and -imploy- 
ing of them, neither doth the neceſsity that is pleaded 
for 
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We remember in the 1646. 
nece ſaitie was pleaded by the Com- 


the lacion With, f--e5 Gra» 
ham and hjs Adherecrs, yer char did nor hinder che Com- . 
mik6ien, | 


; teſtimoyy cane the pardoning of them, 
which was much lefle then the imploying, and ruſting of 
boveahealy cont peat age Rake itpiyig of chem 
ave cated agaic it the 1 ing Of chem 
Mm onr A in defence of the Kingdom'aga:nlt the Ence 
my, even in the caſe of ſcarcenes of men , and: holdcth is 
forth as a fryir of unb-lief, and'teils us;that the Lord has 
not Only ſpoken' it in his Word,and verified it in his Work 
in dayes-oF old;but hathlet us ſee it wiah our eyes, uy it! 
is all one to fave with many or with few, and that a few 
whom God will countenance , are of more worth then 
many againſt whom he hath a controverſie: and the Lord 
hath lacelpwriceen ſuch a Domonſtragiqn of it in our blood 
at Damber,as may convince both us.& the folowingGe- 
nerations,of the vanitie of mulcizudes of men,not that we 
think thae God is to be tempred, but we humbly conceive 
that chers beyeCas many zgainſt whom there could be little 
or no exceptiotizeveniin't' ofe places of theLacd where the 
Enemies have-not yetcome,as a people engaged in a Cove- 
nant Wit h God,” and following their duty, and profeſsing 


' 0 at by Faith, and bleſſed-in former times with ſo many 


gracious experiments of his countenance and afsiſtance, 
when'they keeped his way, who myght have hazardeda» 

ainſt the Enemies, with-pro'-2ble hope- of, ſucceſke ; ond 
though there had beea-a great diſ-proportion of numbers, 
yer give us leave to ſay without offence, that there would 
have been much more peace and ecmfort in th s way what 
e&vcr had been rhe event , then to hazard upon @ chang 
which is jnvolved in ſo mary (nares,- and is attended wich 
ſo grezt dangers to the Cauſe of God,and:ſo great ſcandal 
and-/grief of heart -to- many of che poor people of God 
rhroughoie the Landzand the lawtiines of which; even in - 
theabs of heeefeitiesar the beſtvery queſtionadle,and-to 
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us 


(10) : x 
us ſo dark, that we'do nor yer ſee how any neeceſgity can 
ſufficiently 1vſtifie the implojeas of choſe fur thedefence' 
of the Kingdom, wh ole principles, and defignes, avd pra- 

ices tend to the de'*roying of the Cauſe.If ſuch men ger 
power .n their hands andiproſper,. we leave it royou to 
judge, what is to be expeRted from them in reference to 
the Cavſe and People of God: an when theſe (hall be'in 
hazard, we know not how the Kingdome can'be ſaved: 
Nay we are afraid, thatthis way ſhall even in regard of 
the outward means , 3s much vveaken, as ſtrengthen our 
Army, by laying ſuch a ſtumbling-block in the vyay of 
men of unqueſtionable integritie among -the Forces , as 
ſhall make them rather choo'e to-retire and ſuffer, then 
to a in ſuch fellowſhip: ; what we have ſ;,oken in refe- 
rence to the neceflitie of this thing, is not as- that we 
meared to derogat? from , or toencroach upon the Givi 
Authoritie ro whom it is incumbent to zudge hereof, but 
ro exerciſe that judgement which is undoubtedly'compe- 
tent to us for ſatisfying our own Conſciences, eſpecially in 
ſach chings wherein our concurreace is defired,and which 
do relate ſo nearly to the Covenant and Cauſe of God; 
upon which ground alſo it was , that the Commiſſion of 
the Generalt Aſſembly did defire , that 'the Partiament 
would ſatisfie and clear them in the lawfulneſſe and ne- 
ceſsirte of the War- ; and it doth not help any thing to * 
our ſatisfaRion, that the buſines ( as your Lerter to us, 
and your Anſwer to the Parliaments Querie doth im- 
port ) is ſtated upon th* defence of the Kingdome onely, 
without the mentioning of the Cauſe: We acknowledge 
that ſuch perſons are not fit to be imployed in the defence 
of the Cauſe,but cannot conceive how the Kingdome and 
Cauſe in this bulines can be well ſeparated , unleſſe ir be 
granted, that thoſe againſt whom we now fight, are not 
Enemies unto,nor Invaders of the Caule, but of the King- 
dome onely , which may miniſter advantage unto them, 
and be induttive to others to comply with them , to the 
prejudice of the Kingdome, as being of leſſe value and im- 


portance 
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ethen the Cauſc.. The Kirk and Kingdom of $cor- 
end theſe twelve years paſt, bath oor at any-time ſepara- 
the Cauſe abd ERGO and we tannot but-pro- 
that we arc forry that this is now, done, this has = 
for a long time endeavoured by the Adverſaries and Un- 
der-miners of the Cauſe,to put Religion out of ſhear: 


 'rell;chat they might che more « y cok aornde to b 


ſelves for attaiiiing their own ends , which was diſcerned 
and challenged by the Commilsion of the General Aﬀſem- 
bly in their D«claration of the firſt.of Afarch 1646+ and 
the Commiſsion of the Aﬀſemvly wn xc laſt, thought fit 
upon the down-coming of this Enemie , to give this as a 
neceſlary and Seaſonable Warning to all the Members of 
this Kirk,that they would beware of the changing of the 
ſtat- of our Caule,and altering-the matter of our quarrel, 
either by laying alide of Gods intereſt , and taking up of 
mans,or preferring or equalling mans intereſt unto Gods, 
#nd--doth hold it forth as a thing that would turn up-lide 
down the whole tenor of our Principles and Proceedings: 
We are far from th nking,that it waSin the purpoſe cr in- 
rention of the Commilſs:on, by mentioniog the defence of 
the Kingdom only , to bring ary prejudice to the Cauſe; 
But we do in humility lay before you the dangers 2nd diſ- 
advantages that does rcdound to the ſame by {o doing, 
for theſe and ſeme ot her reaſons which we now fortear, 


- a$ having already exceeded the length of a Letter. Theſe 


ounds of our diſ-fatisfaftion,which we do not mention 
Pe anyother end,chen for exonering our own conſciences, 
and rendring a reaſon of our judgement unto you , who 
have demanded our concurrence in the buſines; We ſhall 
only beg leave to add,that before any thing relating ther- 
to be further preſſed upon us, we deſire and expet fatisfa- 
Ron in theſe things, & we hvmbly conceive, that ina point 
of ſuch importance, which hath bin ſo long,& ſo clearly & 
univerſally declared and ceſtified, preached and engaged a- 
gainſt by this Kirkzir will be | for ſatisfaftion of our 
"IN & the Conſciences of others of the wo 
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